CLASS 7

Tafsir Surat al-Hujurat

Learning Objectives:
e A study of verse 4 and 5 of Surat al-Hujurat

A Study of Verse 4 ,5/18
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(As for) those who call out to you from behind the private chambers, indeed most of them do not
understand.
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And if they wait patiently until you come out to them, it would certainly be better for them, and God is all-
Forgiving, all-Merciful.

A group of nomads from the tribe of Banl Tamim came to Madina and began to call out to the Prophet
(S) from behind his house, shouting “O Muhammad! Come out.” ! This verse was revealed informing us
that their disrespectful conduct was because most of them were not using their reason and
understanding.

Although this verse is about a past event, its message is timeless and that is that poor manners are a sure
sign that the intellect is not being used. In fact, a tradition from Imam Ali (A) states that,

In contrast, verse 5 suggests that despite their hurry to meet with the Prophet (S), patience (sabr) would
have been the more befitting and polite behaviour.

1. The Importance of using the Intellect according to the Qur’an and Hadith

Human beings have superiority in God’s eyes over other creatures because of the intellect (‘ag/) that He
has granted to them. And this gives rise to the manners and morals (akhlaq) that distinguishes humans
from animals. This verse teaches us that if we use the intellect, our akhlag will improve.

In an important tradition we read, “Jibra’il descended to Adam (A) and said: O Adam, | have been
directed to grant you one of three qualities. So choose one and return the other two. Choose from
intellect (‘agl), modesty (haya’) and religion (din). Adam (A) said: | choose intellect. Jibra’il turned to
modesty and religion and said: return back. They said: “we have been directed to always be with intellect,
wherever it goes.” 3
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The first step in using the intellect is to gain knowledge so that the mind has the raw material from which
to understand matters, and make decisions and reach conclusions. After recounting certain parables, the
Qur’an states:
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“We set forth these examples for mankind, but none will understand (use ‘aql) them except those who

possess knowledge (‘ilm).” [29:43]

It has been reported from Imam al-Sadiq (A) that,

In a beautiful tradition explaining what the intellect is designed for, Imam al-Sadiq (A) said,

2. Patience (Sabr) is a Source of Strength

Sabr actually means to persevere with doing the right thing, no matter what the circumstances. It is one
of the high levels of faith and gives an individual great strength. That is why the Prophet (S) was told that
a few patient soldiers would overcome ten times their number in battle:
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“If there are twenty patient soldiers amongst you, they will overcome two hundred; and if there are a
hundred, they will overcome a thousand unbelievers...” [8:65]

The Prophet (S) taught

3. ... and God is all-Forgiving, all-Merciful

They displayed bad manners because they did not use their intellect, and not because they had meanness
in their hearts. This last phrase if the verse assures the Muslims that if they use their intellect and reform
their behaviour, then God is always ready to forgive out of His limitless mercy.
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