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Objective

…..………
Surah Ibrahim:

ُ َّم ََلَ ِزي َدن
َ ش
ْ ُك ْرت
ْ ِ………لَئ..
َ ن
كم

…If you are grateful, I would certainly increase you…

For the next few weeks we will be looking at Surah Luqman and the advice that Luqman

But before we look at these verses and how to live them – let us look at why we should pay
attention to the advice of Luqman - Allah knew we would ask this and so the verse before
the verses where Luqmqn advices his son tells us why; according to most hadith Luqman was
not a Prophet but he was given wisdom by Allah:

َ
ميد
ِ ح

َن ََ َْ َر َف ِإ ه
َ وَلَ َق ْد آتَ ْينَا لُ ْقم
ْ ِ َوم
ْ ََش ُك ْر َف ِإنهمَا ي
ْ َن ي
ْ ّلِل ۚ َوم
ْ ن
ِ اش ُك ْر ِ ه
َ ح ْك
ّلل َي ِن
ِ ِ
ِ ْْ ش ُك ُر لِ َن
ِ َم َة أ
ِ َان ْال
َن ه

[31:12] And certainly We gave wisdom to Luqman, saying: Be grateful to Allah. And whoever
is grateful, he is only grateful for his own soul; and whoever is ungrateful, then surely Allah is
Self-sufficient, Praised.

The verse mentions that when Allah gave Luqman wisdom, He told him to be grateful and that
being grateful is only for ourselves NOT for Allah. The verse finishes with two of the attributes of Allah
showing that He has no need for our gratefulness:
َ Self Sufficient; not in need of anything. We are in need not Him.
ي ِنَ – Praised; when we are grateful to someone, they are praised – Allah uses this attribute to
 ميد
ِ ح
show He is not in need of being praised as He is already Praised:


ْ الِ ْب ُع و
يه ه
ه
ه
ُ الِمَاو
ُ ِ ِب
ُ ِ ِب
ُ َاْلَ ْر
ْ ح ِِح
ْ ن ۚ وَإِ ْن ِم
ْ ض َوم
َ ش ْ ٍء إِ هَّل ُي
َ ن
َ ُت
…ِِ َم ِد
َات
ُِ َح ل
ِ َِن ف
[17:44] The seven heavens declare His glory and the earth (too), and those who are in them; and
there is not a single thing but glorifies Him with His praise…

In fact, the gratefulness that we show only helps us to grow:
َ َل
ش ِديد

م إِ ه
ُ َّم ََلَ ِزي َدن
َ ش
ْ ك
ْ ُك ْرت
ْ ِم لَئ
َ وَإِ ْذ تَأَ هذ
ْ ُن ََ َْ ْرت
ْ َِِم وَل
ْ ن َرُِّ ُك
َ ن
ِِن َذ َاا

Surah Ibrahim [14:7] And when your Lord made it known: If you are grateful, I would certainly
increase you, and if you are ungrateful, My chastisement is truly severe.

In this verse Allah tells us the benefit to us for being Grateful – in that He will increase us, not
necessarily increase the thing we are grateful for but increase us, make us grow, grow
towards Allah, grow to our potential, grow to our perfection, so as to enter paradise.

Practical steps:

To be grateful – I need to appreciate God’s bounties with my:
 Tongue - by saying Alhamdullilah
 Action - by using the bounty properly, the way Allah wants me to use it.
 Heart – by knowing nothing belongs to me, inculcating Tawakkul Allah.

In this way I role model being grateful, this will bring about love, unity and spiritual progression.

It is important to think of specific bounties/blessings that we are grateful for – Practically:
 Thinking of specific bounties, I am saying Alhamdullilah for during my Tasbih
 Before dinner each family mentions what specific thing they are grateful for
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