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Objective
Love for the Ahlulbayt - Surah Shura [42:23]

ْ … ُق
ْ ل اَل أا
ْ سأالُ ُك
ْ ه أا
جرًا إِ اَل ْال ا
…م او اد اة فِي ْال ُق ْرباى
ِ م اعلا ْي
…Say: I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near relatives…
It is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an again and again that the previous Prophets (A), when
asked what they wanted, in recompense for bring the message, they replied:

ۡ او م ۤاا اا
سـَٔلُ ُک ۡم اعلا ۡي ِہ ِم ۡن اا ۡجر
“I ask of no recompense from you” (Surah Shu’araa, 26:109, 127, 145, 164, 180)

But when the Holy Prophet (S) was asked, Allah told him to ask from the people – love for his
near relatives. Why did Allah ask the Holy Prophet (S) to ask from the people when the other
Prophets (A) hadn’t? In order to answer this, we need to look at what was asked for:

ُ
ُ َّللا ۖ و
ْ م ۖ إِ ْن أا
ْ جر اف ُه او لا ُك
ْ ن أا
ْ م ِم
ْ سأا ْل ُت ُك
ْ ُق
ِ ج ِريا إِ اَل اعلاى ا
يء ا
ل ا
ل ماا ا
ش ِهيد
ْ ش
ِ اه او اعلاى ك
Surah Saba [34:47] Say: Whatever reward I have asked of you, that is only for yourselves; my
reward is only with Allah, and He is a witness of all things.

The Holy Prophet's (S) recompense is only due from Allah. He (S) is not supposed to reap the
fruits of such love but such love paves our path toward God Almighty:
ً س ِب
ْ جر إِ اَل م
ْ ن أا
ْ ه ِم
ْ سأالُ ُك
ْ ل ماا أا
ْ ُق
ه ا
ان ا
يل
ِ ِخ اذ إِلاى ارب
ِ شا اء أا ْن يا ات
ِ م اعلا ْي
Surah Furqaan [25:57] Say: I do not ask you aught in return except that he who will, may take
the way to his Lord.

The Holy Prophet (S) had no other motive except to guide mankind on the right path. So the
purpose and meaning of the Prophet's (S) demand, as a return for the completion of the
duties of prophethood, was for the people's own benefit.
If they love his nearest of kin, who are the ones thoroughly purified by Allah (Surah Ahzab,
33:33), they would always be on the right path to salvation. As loving them (Muwaddah) is to
follow them and learn from their teachings.

Practical steps of loving the Ahlulbayt as a family:
 To know the Ahlulbayt – deeper knowledge of them than just their bio.
 To build a relationship with them, especially our living Imam – by for example talking to
him, asking for his help…
 To go to the Mosque on their Wiladat and Wafat
 To go for their Ziyaraah often

Finally let this verse remind us of the necessity of loving the family of the Holy Prophet (S) - It is
the only thing he asked from us.
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